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exposure to violence in public and at home, there were
clear gendered differences in how this precarious geography
was lived and imagined.

Overall, boys’ and girls’ maps differed mainly in relation
to the number and dispersal of ‘safe’ spaces identified across
Hillbrow. Figures 1 and 2 illustrate this pattern well: the
girls’ map (Fig. 1) identifies only a few places concentrated
in a small area of the neighbourhood as ‘safe’, suggesting
that girls’ movement beyond this cluster is probably quite
limited. Areas identified as ‘unsafe’ by the girls are specific
sections of streets that are main thoroughfares or access/
exit points to Hillbrow, which in turn corresponds to their
complaints of being “pulled on the street” by men, and of
needing to find alternative routes when “being sent” to run
errands, or when walking to and from school (see below).
The boys’ map in Fig. 2, by contrast, identifies more loca-
tions as ‘safe’, and these are scattered across a wider area.
Retail and entertainment venues, which pose the risk of
muggings and alcohol-fuelled violence, were cited most as
‘unsafe’









/articles/supplements/volume-17-supplement-3
/articles/supplements/volume-17-supplement-3



	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Methods
	Study setting
	Recruitment and data collection
	Community Mapping
	In-depth interviews

	Data analysis

	Results
	Sample overview
	“Outside these walls it’s dangerous”: violence in Hillbrow’s public spaces
	“They know that if they speak something, uncle will kill me”: Violence in the home
	Geographies of danger: finding safe spaces and reframing violent realities
	An imperfect stop-gap: support services for vulnerable youth

	Discussion
	Study limitations

	Conclusions
	In this article, we use the WHO definition of interpersonal violence: “the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual, against another person or against a group or community that results in or has a high likelihood of resulting i...
	Abbreviations
	Acknowledgements
	Funding
	Availability of data and materials
	Authors’ contributions
	Competing interests
	Consent for publication
	Ethics approval and consent to participate
	About this supplement
	Publisher’s Note
	Author details
	References

