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Thus, the supplement has several purposes. First, to
share information on various models that can be used
to translate outputs into impact estimates. Second, to
provide some examples of how implementing organiza-
tions have applied these metrics for a variety of pur-
poses. The papers included here identify some of the
benefits of the current models as well as their limita-
tions, and expose measurement gaps that remain.
Finally, the papers identify some of the challenges for
implementing organizations posed by the requirements
of the models. The Commentaries that follow also high-
light some of the challenges that face the global health
community in our quest for data to inform program and
policy decisions.
The first paper in the series, by Longfield and collea-

gues [3], describes the application of the DALYs averted
metric to assess performance across PSI’s global portfo-
lio, describing its use to improve the organization’s stra-
tegic decisions. This illustration is followed by a paper
by Yang and colleagues [4] that provides the details of
the DALYs averted models: a description of the struc-
ture,ro-
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