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Karnataka compared to southern Karnataka may be
further substantiated by the results of this study. There
is however no confirmed reports on the date of HIV
introduction into these districts and mathematical mod-
elling analyses suggests that HIV was introduced in
Mysore and Belgaum at around the same time in 1985
[14]. Nevertheless, there is some evidence supporting
this hypothesis. Indeed, the sex work structure in north-
ern Karnataka seems to favour more rapid spread of
HIV compared to southern Karnataka [15]. In addition,
mathematical modeling of the HIV epidemic in four
cities in Africa has shown that with generalized epi-
demics where control programmes are in place, the pre-
valence of curable STIs either remains constant or
reduces, and the prevalence of HSV-2 increase as the
epidemic progresses, while the prevalence of curable
STIs is higher during the early phase of the epidemic
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