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that occurs in a context. Disability and functioning are,
according to the ICF model, outcomes of interactions
between health conditions (diseases, disorders and inju-
ries) and contextual factors. The bio-psychosocial model
embedded in the ICF broadens the perspective of dis-





activities on ICF were conducted [31,32]. Currently a
web-based ICF e-learning tool is being developed and
field tested. The introduction module of the tool is
expected to be launched by the end of 2010.

ICF developments
As a classification the ICF is meant to be a “living docu-
ment” and therefore has to be kept up-to-date and
developed further.

To update the ICF, WHO has established a web-based
ICF update platform, which is open to any person in the
general public. The platform also provides a workbench for
experts of the WHO Functioning and Disability Reference
Group (FDRG) and the Update and Revision Committee
(URC) to process update proposals. The application col-
lects update proposals in a structured and organized man-
ner. This is done by asking the user to fill a form in which
the user explains the proposal as well as the rationale
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